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Area: Minnesota River Valley/Yellowbank River Tributary System to Kibler Lake
(Continued)

Boundary: (Continued)

by other unique indigenous species 1ike the Wood's Lily which is uncommon to this
particular region. Within:Lac qui Parle County the shoreline/floodplain ordinances
are adequate with no clearly defined specifications for clear cutting or flood-
plain use and thereby.many significant historical and scientific/natural areas
within the virgin hardwood prairie bluffs to the south of the Minnesota River

which is the Tocality for the uncommon Downy Painted-cup. Inadvertent misuse of this
area would reduce one of the two minimal locations of this rare species within

this segment of the region and state. The Wildlife Management areas of the DNR

are used by all-terrain recreational vehicles, particularily during the winter season
by snowmobiles. The Simonson crossing area is significant for its rock outcrops and
diverse flora and fauna. A unique historical stone-dike road leading to a

sizeable prairie remnant could be destroyed permanently through such misuse.

Such recreational use also causes disturbance to the deer and other species
utilizing this area and some reevaluation of the type of recreational

use should be delineated for this vitally sensitive natural area. Kibler Lake

rests in a hollow amid glacial moraine bluffs. Alteration of the Yellowbank

River (i.e., channeling) and county and township roads could result in destruction
of significant archaeological sites, and important natural areas, particularly
certain stands of very large cottonwood trees, some of which have been measured

for trunk circumference (at most 28 feet).

Nomjnated by: M. Buer, Estrum, John Schladweiler (Region 6W)

Population Data: This area covers Akron and Correl Townships in Big Stone County;

Lake Shore Township and Louisberg in Lac qui Parle County; Appleton and Appleton
Township in Swift County.

The 1975 estimated population for this area was 2866 and the growth rate was at
the rate of 3% from 1970 to 1975. The population density of this area is 21.4.

Area: Minnesota River/Marsh Lake and Pomme de Terre River

toiation: Hwy. 119 (Twin Bridges) to Correll Bridge Rd. transecting Marsh
ake '

Boundary: Lac qui Parle County; Hantho Twp. (120-43W) Sec. 31 to 33

Lake Shore Twp. (120-44W) Sec. 16, 17, 20 to 28
Lake Shore Twp. (119-43W) Sec. 36

Big Stone County; Akron Twp. (120-44W) Sec. 4, 5, 8 to 17, 21, 23, .24, 25, 33
Appleton Township (120-43W) Sec. 16 to 22, 27 to 33
Hantho Township (119-43W) Sec. 5
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. Area: Minnesota River/Marsh Lake and Pomme de Terre River (Continued) l

Significance: Marsh Lake like its sister lake, Lac qui Parle, is utilized E

significantly as a wintering, migratory, nesting, and feeding grounds for |I
diverse species of birds. Such species as Marbled Godwit, Hudsonian Godwit, Marsh
Hawk, bittern, rails, egrets, herons, grebes and a number of migratory shorebirds. The
The atypical marshy habitat provides prime nesting for wrens and other songbirds

and importantly the Le Conte's Sparrow. The Take additionally is a prime II
migratory haven for large populations of diving ducks and also for Whistling

Swans. The lake also provides one of two nesting sites in the state and the only

site in the region for White Pelicans. The upland prairie bluff provides a l
large virgin tract bordering Marsh Lake Dam and is significant habitat for a variety

of avifauna of which more importantly would include Marbled Godwit Upland Sandpiper,
Marsh Hawk, Prairie Falcon and Swainson Hawk. A heron rookery is located

along the shoreline and provides one of two nesting sites within the

region. The prairie tracts also provide habitat for other fauna species of

which most importantly would include the Richardson's Ground Squirrel. The lake

area provides a concentrated wintering area for deer and other fauna species. The ll
rocky bottomland prairie and meadows finds a rich flora of which would include
pasqueflower and one of few areas for Bird's foot Violet. The Pomme de Terre

River which enters into Marsh Lake is a virgin river/floodplain hardwood forested I
area and provides a concentrated wintering area for deer, and other ’
fauna species. The Red Squirrel is a resident of the wooded areas near the Take.
Historically along the southshore bluff area various Indian encampment sites and

related archaeological remnants. Additionally an all important branch of the
Appleton-Benson Trail system, the Louisberg Ox Cart/Wagon Trail (1877), and the
Appleton-Benson Trail remnant to a ferry crossing across the Minnesota River is !
located in the river stretch between Marsh Lake and Lac qui Parle Lake. The l
emergent species of grasses and sedges along the shore and red-osier dogwood,

willow and distrant bluff lines provide a photographic setting of unusual

beauty. Along the northshore bluff area is located a sizeable tract of prairie II
called Sleeping Bison Prairie. This tract has a most unique and unusual natural

rock formation artistically created through weathering and polishing of the rock's
surface by buffalo and later cattle. It is in the shape of a Bison in a sleeping l
position amid indigenous virgin prairie atop a rocky plateau. Additionally,

the natural sculpture is encircled by smaller stones creating a significant

ring and is theorized to have some spiritual importance in relation to the

Indian culture that once inhabited the area. The stones are of the size of II
fieldstone and adjoin one another in unison around the natural form of the

Sleeping Bison.

The area of the Glacial River Warren Channel/Minnesota River Valley is signi-
ficant to both the region and the state because this marsh, prairie, and flood-
plain forest habitat represents the most western located type of this habitat
in the state. Additionally the unique nesting sites of White Pelican and the
Herqn rookery makes this area especially significant to both the state and
region.

Land Use Problems and Management Problems: The Marsh Lake area, like its ll
counterpart Lac qui Parle Lake, is of low-priority agricultural use land.
However, it could be destroyed if bulldozed and placed into agricultural l

productivity. Existing shoreline ordinances are inadequate along the lake's
southshore area in Lac qui Parle County and some vitally significant areas

have thereby been destroyed. Inadvertent disruptance of the sensitive White
Pelican colony and Heron rookery exists with recreational use of the lake.

More regulation should be considered in regard to this unique Take and its
vulnerable natural areas. Without such regulation, especially in those important,
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9. Area: Minnesota River/Marsh Lake and Pomme de Terre River (Continued)

critical areas, increased general recreational use may destroy some very
significant natural habitat or historical sites. Some form of delineation should
be considered between general and specialized use areas of the lake. Inadequate
enforcement of existing laws in the area of the Minnesota River between the two
lakes has resulted in disturbance of wintering deer and disruptance of potentially
critical habitat through indiscriminate use of snowmobiles. Use of these areas

by snowmobiles needs to be more stringently regulated, especially when designated
snowmobile trails are not strictly adhered to.

Population Data: This area covers Hantho, Lake Shore, App]etqn, and Akron
Township. ' '

The 1975 estimated population for this area was 2850 and was lossing its
population at the rate of 3% between the years of 1970 to 1975.

The population density is 17.8 persons per square mile.

Nominated by: M. Buer, C. Estrum, J. Schladweiler

- 10.a:Area: Minnesota River/lLac-Qui Parle Lake

Location: Upper perimeter 1ine of Lac qui Parle State Park (transecting
Lac qui Parle Lake to Hwy. 119)

Boundary: Lac qui Parle County; Lac qui Parle Twp. (118-42W) Sec. 4, 5, 9, 10
and (119-42W) Sec. 30, 31, 32

Hanto Twp. (119-43W) Sec. 3, 4, 9, 10, 11, 14, 15, 22, 23, 26, 24, 25 and
(120-43W) Sec. 21, 32, 33

Chippewa County; Kragero Twp. (118-42W) Sec. 1, 2, 3, 4, 10, 11, 12 and
(119-42W) Sec. 19, 20, 29, 30, 32, 33, 34, 35, 36 and (119-43W) Sec. 1, 2,
3,711, 12, 13

Swift County; Appleton Twp. (120-43W) Sec. 26, 27, 33, 34, 35, 22

Significance: Lac qui Parle Lake serves as a significant wintering area for
many species, such as deer, Bald and Golden Eagles, and Short-eared Owls.

The shoreline of Lac qui Parle Lake in most places serves as a major deer
wintering area because of high winter populations. Rosemoen Is. also serves
as_the neighborhood of 65-70,000 Canada Geese with lesser populations of
mallards (50,000), Snow Geese (3,000) and other migrating waterfowl. As many
as 20 Eagles (Bald and Golden) have been seen using the area at the same time
as peak populations of geese.
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10.a. Area: Minnesota River/Lac Qui Parle Lake (Continued)

Additionally, the area is prime habitat for numerous populations of ducks and

is a migratory stopover for Whistling Swans. Other important areas would l

include the upland dry prairie tracts atop the bluff areas, Chippewa Prairie,

and a privately-owned remnant. This rocky upland prairie is significant for

its floral species which includes such varieties as Prairie Smoke, Pasqueflower,

Liatris, and also is one of few remnant sizeable prairie tracts in the region. l

The prairie is an important migratry and nesting grounds for a variety of :

shorebirds as well as other uncommon or rare prairie species for the western ll :
1
!

region of the state. The area is one of few places where the Prairie Falcon,

Peregrine Falcon, Cooper's Hawk, and Ferruginous Hawk can be found. Marbled

Godwits, Upland Sandpiper's, and Marsh Hawk utilized this area as a nesting

and feeding ground. In the marshy recesses of the lake area such indigenous

species the uncommon bottle gentian and marsh marigold are found. The marshy

areas provide a nesting and migratory haven for species of rails, bitterns, and
migratory shorebirds, such as Hudsonian Godwit. A Long-bill Curlew was observed

along the upper perimeter of the lake in April of 1976 and King Rails have

been reportedly observed in past years. Recently the Prairie Chicken has been
reintroduced onto the prairie tract of Chippewa Prairie. Within the Lac qui Parle-
County portion of the Take is another sizeable prairie tract. The area provides a
significant migratory, nesting, and feeding grounds for many indigenous prairie speci
and is believed to be an important habitat area for prairie chicken and burrowing owls.
A significant population of Richardson's Ground Squirrel, Marbled Godwits and

Upland Sandpipers along with such species as Marsh Hawk and Cooper's Hawk have

utilized the area for feeding grounds and migratory/nesting habitat. Historically,

Ox Cart/Wagon Trail remnants are found in this area and are a significant

Tink off the Red River Trail System and date from the period of 1875. Additionally, l
reported historic Indian encampments and other related archaeological

remnants have been found in this area and are a significant insight into the
hunting/nomadic aspect of the people who once inhabitated the area. The bluff regioil
above Llac qui Parle Lake in 1977-78 winter season was utilized by a herd of

Pronghorn Antelope, and iindication of the sianificance of this Take/bluff glacially
formed area. Scenically, the contrast of bluffs high above the Take and virgin
floodplain forested regions blending into marshy recesses of emergent sedaes and
grasses creates a unique beauty.

This area is significant to both the region and state because it represents a
vitally important habitat area for diverse flora and fauna unique to the west
central region of the state and is part of the upper segment of the Minnessta
River-Glacial River Warren Channel system. This segment's sizeable prairie
tracts along the lake's bluffs and the virgin floodplain forest and marshy
sag and recess channels are most significant.

Land Use and Management Problems: In privately-owned areas agricultural
use of low priority land ceuld destroy the significant prairie bluff area.
The wooded Watson Sag and other lake channels utilized for wintering areas
are sufficiently protected as part of the Lac qui Parle State Game Refuge
However, privately-owned fringe areas could be subject to drainage and
agricultural use, though the land would be of Tow priority designation.
Currently the lake is extensively utilized for recreational purposes.
Recreational use is regulated in accordance with game and fish laws

and some areas could be jeopardized if regulatory control of powered
boats, snowmobiles and other all terrain vehicles is not strictly adhered
to in the fringe areas. The area is comprised of highly vulnerable habitat




'10 .8. JArea: Minnesota River/Lac Qui Parle Lake (Continued)
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and utilized by some sensitive species. Inadvertent or intentional misuse
could destroy a vital part of this segment of the ancient River Warren/
Minnesota River channel and floodplain. Existing shoreline ordinances along
the Lac qui Parle County portion of the lake region are inadequate and
enforcement is minimal. The prairie tract remnant along the northern segment
of the lake could be virtually destroyed if the Tow- pr1or1ty land would be
bulldozed and placed into agricultural productivity.

Population Data: This area covers Hantho, Lac qui Parle, Kragero Townships
and Milan. :

The 1975 estimated population for this area was 1,105 and growth rate was 1% from 1970 to

The population density is 10.5 persons per square mile.

Nominated by: M. Buer, C. Estum, J. Schladweiler (Region 6W)
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10.b. Area: Minnesota River/Lac qui Parle River Tributary System

Location: Hwy. 212 Upper perimeter of Lac qui Parle State Park
(Section 15 Lac qui Parle Twp.) transecting Lac qui Parle Lake-lac
qui Parle River Tributary System from confluence with Minnesota River
to Co. Rd. 27

Boundary: Lac qui Parle Co: Lac qui Parle Twp. (118-42W) Sec. 13, 14, 15, 19
209 229 239 245 25, 26, 279 289 299 3]9 309 335 34 N

Camp Release Twp. (117-41W) Sec. 5, 8, 9, 13, 14, 15, 16, 24, and (118-41W)
Sec. 30, 32

Chippewa County: Kragero Twp. (118-42W) Sec. 13, 14, 24
Tunsberg Twp. (118-41W) Sec. 19, 29, 30, 32, 33
Sparta Twp. (117-41W) Sec. 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, 13, 14, 12, 15, 16

Significance: An area unique as a virgin hardwood river/floodplain forest with
steep river banks and glactally formed rocky prairie bluffs and ridges. The area

serves as an important concentrated wintering habitat for deer and other fauna

species, significantly Bald and Golden Eagles, Pileated and Red-bellied Woodpeckers

Short-eared Owl, and Red Squirrels. Additionally, the wooded area provides
vital habitat for migratory and nesting birds, some of which are in the extreme
Timits of their range, including Pileated Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker,
Scarlet Tanager, and Cooper's Hawk. Minimal localized stands of indigenous
woodland species of Nodding Trilium and Gentian. The adjacent dry upland
prairie tracts amid glacial granitic moraine ridges produce a significant
diverse flora and fauna and contrasting beauty. Native stands of elm, ash,
oak, basswood, cottonwood, and maples are found in the more heavily forested
areas and of which include a cottonwood tree (1975) recognized by the state as
the Targest of its species in the Upper Minnesota River Valley. Contrasting
inadvertent and indiscriminate land acquisition, especially of low-priority
floodplain and forested shoreline and prairie tracts amid the rocky plateau
for agricultural use, could result in the drastic reduction of habitat vital
as wintering, migratory nesting, and feeding ground for fauna and avifauna.

Lac qui Parle State Game Refuge 1is primarily involved with wildlife management
and development of vital habitat for game and non-game species. Game and fish
regulations are adequately enforced within the refuge but not in the outside
fringe areas.

Lac qui Parle State Park is used and managed primarily for recreational purposes.

Some types of recreational uses are regulated, however. Also, there is some
interpretive literature of the significant historic and natural areas.

The Dakota Mission Settlement sites and Ft. Renvilie site were formerly under
the management of the State Park but only recently have been placed under the
auspices of the Minnesota Historical Society. A management plan/interpretive
formal is presently underway. The Ft. Renville site was archaeologically
excavated with historical data and specimens obtained. The Mission church site
has been restored and is utilized as an Interpretive Center/Museum.

Population Data: The 1975 estimated population for the area was 2,380
and growth rate. 2% from 1970 to 1975.

The population density is 13.5 persons per square mile.
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10.b. (Continued)
Neminated by: M. Buer,Estrum,+J. Schladweiler (Region 6W)

C e . -

11. Area: - Minnesota River area around Calrton Lake Long Slough, Round Slough
Location: South of Montevideo Chippewa Counky |

Significance: The site is.essentially an undisturbed part of the Minnesota
River Valley, heavily wooded and fairly well isolated, a good site for
ecological studies. It contains an abandoned quarry of Montevideo Greiss,
one of the oldest rocks in the world.

It has excellent potential as an environmental, recreational, and geologic
study area. The site has early Indian encampments.

A quarter mile portage'from the Minnesota River provides access to this area.

ﬁobu]ation Data:

The area covers Sparta Township and Montevideo.

The 1975 estimated pppu1ation for this area was 6944 and the growth rate was
3% from 1970 to 1975, |

The population density is 27 bersons per square mile.

Nominated by: Roger Reede, Lee Halgren (Region 8)

Comments: This area has been identified by Regional Development Commjs§1on
6W as a Regional Park, and it is on the high priority 1ist for acquisition.

12, Area: Minnesota River/Hwy. 212 Bridge in Granite Falls to Minnesota Falls Dam

(continued)

Land Use Problems: Danger exists from potential residential building and
development of road systems through valley. ‘

Significance: This area includes Granite Falls "emorial Park and adjacent

land to the south and east. It is an excellent aeologic area and ecology study
area. It contains some of the youngest precambrian rocks in the Minnesota River
Valley which differ areatly from the Montivideo and Cedar Mountain sites. There
is excellent pothole development by glacial River Yarren.

This portion of the river also has tremendous aesthetic beauty with outcrops,
small islands, and red cedar mixed with lowland hardwoods. This stretch of
the river is canoeable and used for recreation.

Popu]apion Data: This area covers Sparta, Granite Falls, and Stony Run
Townships and Granite Falls. The 1975 estimated population was 4,532 and growth

rate was.Z% from 1970 to 1975.  The population density is 38.7 persons per
square mile. . '

. .

Nominated by: Lee Halgren (Reg. 8), Roger Reede (Reg. 8).

—————-————
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Area: Minnesota River Valley, area around Upper Sioux Agency including the
State Park; Hawk Creek to Renville Co., Rd., N. 42 and Yellow Medicine River
Valley

Location: Yellow Medicine, Renville Counties

Significance: The historic significance of this region speaks for itself.
Additional area along both the Yellow Medicine River and Hawk Creek should
be added to this site--providing a complete environment (ecologic) sequence
of plant Tife from the prairies, gully, small river and major river valley.
It also provides an excellent geologic site for stream study--(corrosion and
deposition sequence ) as well as being an excellent recreation area.

Much of this area is under State or County control, however, additiona] areas
not presently controlled should be protected.

Population Data: This area covers Hawk Creek, Minnesota Falls, Sioux Agency
Twps. The 1975 estimated population for this area was 1233 and the growth

rate was 4% from 1970 to 1975. The population density is 12 persons per square
mile.

Nominated by: Lee Halgren, Roger Reede (Region 8)

Area: Minnesota River Va]]ey;vRedwood ﬁeuhty'Road No. 7 Bridge to the No. 6

- Bridge

Location: Renville, Redwood Counties

Significance: This stretch of the river is probab1y the most scenic in the

Upper Minnesota River Valley. Rock outcroppings are common within th1s .
stretch of river. Cacti and Red Cedar are also -abundant in this xeric habitat.
This is also the most challenging area of the river via canoe.when water level

is adequate. It has numerous small rapids making it very exciting during early
spring for even the experienced canoeist and is easily canoed by novices

in the spring and early summer. It is a short stre@ch that can be easily
done in 4 hours. It is the one stretch along the river that should be maintained
in its natural state.

Historic sites are also present along this area including Joseph Brown Historic
Wayside.

Population Data: The 1975 estimated population for this area was 1633. The

areas population was decreasing during that time and the rate of 0.5% (from
1970 to 1975).

The population density is 19.0 persons per square mile.

|
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17.
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Area: MN River/Lower Sioux Agency
Location: Renville, Redwood Counties

Significance: This area is under the control of the State Historical Society.
However, there are historic assets directly across the river from Redwood
Ferry Crossing that are not under its control. The major importance of
this site is its historic value.

Population Data: The 1975 estimated population for this area was 1697.
The area population decreased 5% from 1970 to 1975.

The population density is 23.8 persons per square mile.

Nominated by: Lee Halgren (Region 8)

Area: Cedar Mountain Area within the Minnesota River Valley

Location: 1 mile SW of Franklin, E% of Section 15 W4 of Section 14, T112N
R34W, Redwood County and Renville County

Significance: Cedar Mountain is a classical example of an igneous intrusion, .

A granitic intrusion into Morton Gneiss surrounded by several bonds of
metamorphosed rock resulting from the intrusion. It is primarily a geologic
area but it is wooded and there is a small lake to the north of the'"Mountain"
giving it excellent potential for a recreational site and possibly an

‘environmental study area. This site contains some of the oldest rocks

in the world.

Population Data: The 1975 estimated .population for this area was 340 and the

growth rate was 22%.

Nominated by: Roger Reede (Region 8)

Area: MN River/01d Gold Mine
Location: Sections 29, 32, 33, 34 Delhi Township, Redwood County

Boundary: Approximately 3 miles long and a half to one mile wide along the
south side of the river, between CSAH #6 and 17.

Significance: Historically, it is a part of @he old Sioqx Fra11 between the
upper and lower reservations. Possibly more important, it 1s the site of a
former commercially-operated gold mine., The site is the only qnderground
mine in S.W.Minnesota.. It is a very interesting historical site.

Geologically--Rock formations, ascertained to be the world's oldest, are on
the surface for all to see and sample.

Cedar forest, river bottom vegetation, varying ecological habitat, kaolin clay
deposits, extensive precambrian rock exposure.

Scenic wise--The area has a spring-fed, land-locked lake which add§ ?o‘tﬁe
natural beauty of the whole. The terrain lends 1tse1f to.thg poss1b11}t1es
of hiking, trails, fishing and the like. It abounds in virgin vegetation and
wild1ife, such as deer.
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17. Area: MN River/0ld Gold Mine (Continued)

18.
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Population Data: The 1975 estimated population for this area was 336.
The area population decreased at the rate of 3% from 1970 to 1975.

The population density‘was 10 persons pér square m11é.

Nominated by: Frank Hirsch, Roger Reede (region 8)

Comments: This site was a proposed state park.
Area: "Sink Holes" in Fillmore County
Iocation: Fillmore Co.

Significance: Southeastern Minnesota is underlaid by faulted and creviced lime-
stone formations. Because counties adjacent to the Mississippi River and its
tributary streams have an extremely rugged topography, most of the limestone
formations are exposed along river valleys or are covered by a very thin mantle
of glacial drift. Pollutants percolating through outcrops and sinkholes can
travel great distances without being removed by natural purification processes.
According to MN Health Department Survey, 40% of all private wells sampled in
Southeastern Minnesota show a significant concentration of nitrates, over 1.0

milligram per liter. Another 10% exceed the standards developed by the United
States Public Health Service.

Land Use Problems: ILand use connected with water pollution problems.

Population Data: This area covers Amherst, Canton, Carcolton, Fillmore, Fountain,
Newburg, Preble, and Spring Valley Townships. The 1975 estimated population for
this area was 10,007 and had no growth from 1970 to 1975. The population density
is 34 persons per square mile.

Nominated by: Richard Nelson (Region 10)

Area: Hiawatha Apple Blossom Scenic Drive

Location: Section 33 of Dresbach Township, Winona County

Signjficaqce: The area has state significance because it is located on a
scenic drive which is designated and named by the state Tegislature.

Land Use Problem: Current--None known.
the spectacular scenic view from the over
in the vicinity of the overlook.

Future--Possible degradation of
Took by reason of land development

Population Data: The 1975 estimated popu]at#on'for‘fﬁis area was
257 persons, population decreased 27% during the years of 1970 to 1975.
The population density for the area is 33 persons per square mile.

‘Nominated by: Richard Klobacher (Region 10)
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Area: Mn River/Robard's Glen

Significance: Robard's Glen--portion between Green Hill Cemetary to the Minnesota

River combines scenic vegetation and Tandform with the historical significance
of a pioneer cemetary (ear11esi date 1792). Located close by, on the

John N. Dranttel farm , is an Indian burial ground Teft in its natural state.
The stream enters the Minnesota River approximately 1 mile from the present
location (boundary ) of Traverse des Sioux State Park.

The area has national significance because its unique location of Robard's
Glen have made it part of the past history and prehsitory of Traverse des Sioux
(crossing, treaty, state park, etc.)

Land Use Problems: Future--Development for residential use is being contemplated

at this time. Such utilization of the area could well destroy the environmentally
sensitive slopes of the glen.

Population Data: The 1975 estimated population for Traverse Township was 564.

During the period from 1970 to 1975 the township decreased its population 6.8%.
The population density is 28 persons per square mile.

Nominated by: Tyrone Steen (Region 9)

‘Area: Swan Lake
location: N.W. of Mankato, Nicollet Co.
Size: About 9,000 acres

Ownership: Private

Significance: It is a h1gh1y productive waterfowl lake. It is the only known
Black-Crown Heron Rookery in this area and the eastern most range for many
shore birds, for example the Western Grebe and the Rednecked Grebe: Used as an
outdoor classroom by the Biology Department of Gustavus Adolphus College in

St. Peter because of its rich variety of flora and fauna.

According to Dr. W.J. Breckenridge, the area has state significance.

Land Use Problems: Current--The lake is surrounded by agricultural Tand.
It is a shallow Take and is vulnerable to fluctuation of water levels.
Agricultural drainage projects will affect the water level of the lake

and eliminate the peripheral wetlands. Agricultural activity has resulted
in the elimination of significant stands of forest cover in the past.
Future--Continued increased pressure for agricultural drainage and clear-
ing can be expected. Potential for reconsideration for power plant siting.

Population Data: This area covers Nicollet Township, Granby
Township, Courtland Township, Brighton Township, Nicollet and North Mankato.

The 1975 estimated population was 2,477 people and the growth rate was
10% from 1970 to 1975.

The population density is 22.6 persons per sq. mile.
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L. Filter, B. Maher, R. Strachan and Ron Miles (Region 9)

"Area: TLake Vermillion watershed.

=19~
Swan Lake (Continued)

Nominated by: Dr. W.J. Breckenridge, (Region 11), Don Steger, J. Berg,

Location: Lake Vermillion, St. Louis Co.

Significance: The area is very scenic and has a Great Blue Heron éolony nesting
site, about 300 pairs recorded. Five old archaeological sites have been excavated.
Evidence suggests that the shores of the lake are one of the oldest and most con-
sistently occupied places of human habitation in N.E. Minnesota.

Population Data: According to Minnesota's Lakeshore Study, 1970; the Lake Vermillionl
Area contains 1345 seasonal hames, 157 permanent homes, 48 resorts and 5.1 dwellings
per shore mile. The area has a total of 292.1 shore miles.

Lake Vermillion is among one of the 10 lakes in the state with the majority of the I
development along shore lines. The Lake Vermillion area has more lake homes (1502)
than any single lake in Minnesota. Mille Lacs Lake ranks second with a total of

1315 homes. However, the Mille ILacs Lake area is more dense with a total of 15 .
dwellings per shore mile.

Naminated by: David Lanegran (Region 11)

Area: Cedar Rock Wildlife Management Area and Camp Pope Historic Site
Location: Delhi Township, Redwood Co.

Significance: This area has long been considered for inclusion in the state park
system. Variation in topography and the granite bedrock make the geology of this
area unique. Also, red cedar and cacti are prevalent. It is an excellent example
of a scenic riverside habitat.

Nominated by: Lee Halgren
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3. LEAST CRITICAL AREAS

1. Area: Upper Red Lake Peatland
Iocation: Koochiching/Beltrami Counties primarily around upper and lower Red Lake
Significance: This area is a designated natiopal natural landmark. It contains

300 square mile of unbroken peatland, is the largest peatland in Minnesota and one
of the largest in the United States.

This large, undisturbed peatland has great scientific interest because of the un-
usual floral community. It is an excellent example of a domed or raised bog which
is a bog with an elevated pordon caused by peat accumulation. The well~-developed
damed bog has a 12-foot cap of sphagnum moss with black spruce and feather moss.
This area is a most southern example of this type of peatland, which extends across
North Canada to Alaska and across Northern Furasia.

The vegetation patterns indicate the direction of flowing water and have interested
geologists, botanists and foresters for years. The great depths of peat reveal
historic data of the past 1,000 years, however little study has been carried out

in the area.

Area serves as a major groundwater recharge for municipal water supplies to the

N.W. edges of Minnesota. Surface water enters streams serving Thief River, Crookston,
East Grand Forks, Oslo, Stephen, Hallock and two state parks. The peatland also acts
as a flood control area serving the Red Lake River and Red River of the North basins.

Land Use Problem: Current=-None. Future——Minriegasgo Company is planning to use some
of . these areas for peat gasification.

Population Data: This area covers large parts of both Koochiching and Beltrami
Counties. The 1975 estimated population for Koochiching County and Beltrami County
was 17,644 and 29,501. The rate of growth of these two counties was 3.1% and 11.9%
from 1970 to 1975 respectively. This area is very sparsely populated, and the pop-
ulation growth of this area is not of great importance, as the major impact to the
area will be from the peatland mining project. ’

Nominated by: Jean Maltais, J.J. Mockford (Reg. 2), lLarry D. Cole (Reg. 2) L. Bakke,
C. Gernes, D. Lais, B. Thomas (Reg. 6E) D. Lanegren, Jerry Jensen, W.J. Breckenridge
(Reg. 11)

2. Area: Fringe area of Boundary Water Canoe Area
Ownership: U.S.F.S. MN DNR, and private

Significance: The BWCA is the only designated national wilderness area in the State.
It consists of vast land and water and has great scenic, historical, scientific

and geological value. The area attracts tourists and canoeists from all over the
nation and is important to the economy of Northern Minnesota towns.

Land Use Problems: = The area is under pressure from lumber, mining interests
and tourism.

Future--increasing demand for lumber, minerals, and recreational activities
will have major impact to this area.

Nominated by: A Mattioli (Region 3) David Lanegran and John Tester (Region 11),
Jean Maltais (Reg. 2).




3.

Area: Lake Agassiz, Peatland

Location: T63, 64, 65 R24 and 25 Koochiching County
Size: 22,500 acres

Ownership: MN State Trust Fund Land

Significance: This area represents an outstanding example of peatlands which
illustrates the process of peat accumulation. Myrtle Lake in the southeast
part of the area represents an unusual phenomennn. The bog surface around
Myrtle Lake was built upward elevating the surface by at least 12 feet, con-
trary to the usual successional process of lake filling. The area contains
fine examples of raised bog and string bogs and uncommon flora and fauna. The
area 1s a designated national natural landmark.

Development threat: Current - this site is adjacent to the site proposed for
peat mining by Minnegasco. Future - dependent on future demand for peat.

Population data: This area is very scarcely populated.

Nominated by: Jerry Jensen (Region 11) L. Bakke, C. Gernes, B. Thama (Region 6E)
Jean Maltais (Reg. 2).

Area: The fringe of Voyageurs. National Park
Location: Koochiching and St. Iouis Counties

Significance: The toumist activity around the park could cause a great deal of
destruction-of forest land and destroy the scenic attributes of the place.

Population Data: This area had a population of approximately 10, 195 persons in
1975. - The population has grown 2% over the 5 year period from 1970 to 1975.
Roochiching County had a population of approximately 17,688 persons in 1975.
One-half of the total population of the county lived within this nominated area
during this time.

According to Minnesota's Lake Shore Study, 1970, Rainey Lake had 416 seasonal
hames, 186 permanent hames and 3 resorts and 2.2 dwelling units per shore mile.
There is a total of 251 seasonal homes as of this year in Koochiching County
along the lake. Unfortunately we cannot get seasonal home data in St. Louis
County and cannot compare the rate of growth of the seasonal homes in the lake
shore area.

Camments: In 1971 Governor Anderson established the 'Voyageurs Park Committee
and the Legislature appropriated money to the Committee for the planning of
peripherial areas of the park. The Arrowhead Regional Commission, county offi-
cials, state planning agencies and citizen groups participated in the planning
process. The study area covered about a 50 mile radius around the park. The
plan was completed in 1974.

Nominated by: David Lanegran (Region 11), Jean Maltais (Reg. 2).
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Evaluation Report Outline
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BASIC OUTLINE FOR AN EVALUATION OF A POTENTIAL
CRITICAL AREA ’ L

I. Description of the Area.
. Physical Description;
elocation (regional or state map)
esize, area ,

B. Environmental Features and Concerns;
eresources of regional or state significance
etopography/scenic resources
esoils (general groupings or soil atlas description)
egeology _
ehydrology (surficial, groundwater)
evegetation ‘
eclimatological data
ewildlife

C. Existing Land Uses;
D. Public Facilities:
etransportation

esewers

efire, police
eparks and recreation

IT. Major Situational Factors.
A. Socio-Economic Factors;
epopulation growth and distribution
earea economy - and economic interrelationships
B.. Planning Status in Each Governmental Unit;
© ecomprehensive plans
etransportation, sewer, open space, land use
eother agency involvement - state, federal
C. Regulations;
efloodplain zoning
~eshoreland
eon-site sewage disposal
esteep slopes
‘eetc.
D. Development Philosophy:

III.Problem Definition and Alternative Resolutions.
A. General Issues or Conditions Endangering Resources of State of Regional
Significance;
B. Effects of (A.) on Resources of State of Regional Concern;
C. Conditions to be Achieved - Goals, Objectives;
D. Alternative Means of Achieving Goals and Objectives.

IV. Conclusions and Recommendations






